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reforms. They hold that loyalty to an earthly sovereign or an earthly
constitution is subordinate to loyalty to God and His constitution."
Referring to the Congress Gandhi said : "I venture to suggest that
a struggle such as this is worthy of occupying the best, if not indeed
the exclusive, attention of the Congress. If it be not impertinent, I
would like to distinguish between this and other items on the pro-
gramme of the Congress. The opposition to the laws or the policy
with which the other items deal does not involve any material
suffering. The Congress activity consists in a mental attitude without
corresponding action. May I also suggest that in pondering over and
concentrating our attention upon passive resistance, we would
perchance find out that for the many ills we suffer from in India
passive resistance is an infallible panacea. It is worthy of careful
study and I am sure it will be found that it is the only weapon that
is suited to the genius of our people and our land, which is the
nursery of the most ancient religions and has very little to learn from
modern civilization — a civilization based on violence of the blackest
type, largely a negative of the divine in man, and which is rushing
headlong to its own ruin."
On December 22 Gandhi and six others were permitted to enter
the Transvaal without arrest, to placate the forthcoming Indian
Congress. Transvaal Leader remarked : "The Indian National Congress
meets at Lahore on Monday. It is expected that there will be a large
maj ority in favour of giving Lord Morley's reforms a fair working trial.
The only chance of the extremists scoring a victory lies in their being
irritated by treatment of their fellow-countrymen in the colony."
The Indian National Congress met at Lahore in late December.
Pandit Malaviya, the president, said that at the last Congress the
reforms were hailed with joy, but the regulations issued five weeks
before the present Congress had caused widespread disappointment
and dissatisfaction. He said that the grant of excessive representation
to the Muslims on the new provincial councils had caused, as it was
intended to cause, a serious estrangement between the Hindus and
the Muslims.
Gokhale moved a resolution on the South African affairs and he
paid a glowing tribute to Gandhi : "After the immortal part which
Mr. Gandhi has played in the South African affair I must say it
will not be possible for any Indian, at any time, here or in any other
assembly of Indians, to mention his name without deep emotion or

